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LINCOLN, TENNYSON AND GLAD
STONE WERE BORN IN 1809.

Interesting Reminlscences Told by Con-
temporarios of the Groat Emancipator,
Slde Lights on Lineeln's Character—Hls
Natlve Wit and Ruagyged Honesty,
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LIVER WEN

DELTL HOLMES | §

reading the dis-
patch
ing the death of
Tennys=on, said:
“Only Gladstone !
s left of
preat men born
in the year 1809,
Lincoln, Glad-
stone und Tenny-
gon, who were of

the same ago,

nnnoune- |

| standing.

were geniuses s great as |

the world has ever seen, and ench of |

them will be romembered as long ns the
English language is spoken or read."

It is a little strange that this same
thought should have ocenrred to others |
a8 distinguished as Dr. Holmes, for the
English newspapers and some of the
English statesmen, in speaking of Ten-
nyson's life, saw fit to couple his name
with that of Lineoln and of Gladstone
a8 thoso of mwen who were the choicest
gift to the human race of the year 1809,

During the past year some of thoso
who were close to President Lincoln
have died, and of all the number of men
who were conspicnous
with the pulities with
which he was so pre-
ewloently associated
perhaps only 'Willinm
M. Evarts and David
Dadley Field are left. ;
Field had gained fame
while Lingoln wus an
awkward legislatorin
the illinouis b rive TENNYSON,
ing but slight hint of those powers which
made what it was, Evarts
had won sach repnte nerejoices the law-

3\ "-\.'}l
T e

his careor

yer's heart while Lincoln was an ob-
seure—and by nwuny  deemod  almost
clownish —uwmber of the national house
of represent

George Willism Cartis, who eame to
have profonsd adwiration for Lincoln,
and whe in the convention that nomi-

litter mude a speech

nuted the il s
12 e ' i(ullll'i'u‘r\ in it, which

A% fawme throughont the land,
having died within the past year, Mr.
Evarts ulons is left of thoss men who
wure mighty riors upon that historie
“f'-'.‘i-"l

Two vears ago the writer, mesting

Hunnibal Han
Inst [1 Blie ¢ ;

v on the ocension of Lis
winee, nt the dinner of
nh in New York city,
wrahle statesman if, in his
¢ reviewed his sssocintion
n8 viee president, he

~ln

had changed his esti-
mnte of Lincoln's
character at all, The

ol gentleman did vot
/ reply on the ipstant,
L He seemed o
, weighing the words
with which he shonld
minke angwer, bnt he |
satid ot last, speaking
with great solemnity
of munner: “Yes, |
el my opinion. I alwoars re-

b

GLADSET B

have chang

| some of his friends to cast

|
|

| that it was not understomd by the

i.‘l.'){l wlso to demonstrate his

these two chses as o part of his plan for
obtaining the nomination and election.”
Judge Davis then went on to say that
Lincoln realized what nobody else at
that time seemed to understand—that a
sout in the senate was an almost insnper-
— able obstacle in the

path of presiden.
tial ambition. Conk.
ling afterward ex-

pressed that idea in a
speech in the semste,
in which he
“The senate breeds
unhealthy candidates
for the presidency.”

'
JAVID DAVIS
DAVID DAVIS. nibnoiseurly in Buch-

annn's administration.
stood that if the party of which Mr.

forward ns a candidate for the senate.
He made the canvass with that under-

haps the erftured and wealthier element,
fuvored Lyman Trumbull,

Tho election so resulted that it was | mality and strange shinplicity he carried

possible to choose as United States sen-
ator & member of the Republican party,
| and to the astonishment of Mr. Lincoln's
friends he withdrew and urged the selec-

tion of Mr. Trumbull, who was chosen, | Weed whilechatting one evening, “Aft-
| er Lincoln was nominated | was so great-

Lincoln's friends were amazed. They

gaid, | ticked over the wire,

wondered why he shonld thus lightly |

turn his fuce away from one of the most
dazzling prizes of politics. But years

afterward they had reason to suspect |

that Mr. Lincoln realized that with Ly-
man Trumball in the senate his most

formidable competitor for the presiden- |

tial nomination, at least in Ilinois,
wonld be beyond the power of doing his
own ambition injury,
“Heo Never Can Be President.”
Two years later Mr. Lincolu again did

somothing which seemed to his friends

then a grievous mistake, but which they
afterward perceived was s stroke of pol-
itics such us would be snggested only by
pre-eminent  gonius,
He was carrying on
that debate  with
Stephen A, Douglas
which i85 now one of
the great traditions of
polities, He propared
a series of (uestions
which e propused to
ask  Donglas on the
stump, He permitted

IHMOLAS.

their eyes

over thess interrogations, and they said
to him, “Don't ask him this question,
Mr. Lincoin, becnusa if yon do he will

answer it in such a way
re-clection to the sennte cer
“Ahl™
in his “Yes, that is true, if he
takes that shoot e never enm bw presi-
dent,” The (riends who heard this were
amnzed that Lincoln shonld be willing
thas to let Douglas defent him for the
senante, but they percvived afterward
that Lincoln was entirely willing to let
Donglas resume his oratorical flichis in
the senate if thereby be would be
to defeat his presidential aspivations,
These anecdotes Judge Duvis men-
tioned to illustrate that higher power ns
s politician which enabled Lincoln to
win the greatest -trivmph of politics
It was a groat game he played, so great
¢« oridi-

tnin,’

eve, it

able |

s Lo m ke his |

replied Linccln, with n twinlle

nary po litician until results were accom- |

plished,
The “"Skeered"

Chauncey M, Depew tells o story of
Lincoln which illustrates this quality
which enabled him to appesr at esse,
mastery

It

Merchants.

wheon in the presence of great men.

| wis nt the time that the ironclad Mer-
The

| TINAARC Wihs ‘.!»"Illl,' built

garded Lainceodn as agood man and an
able mau, ! n these dayvs of my re-
tiremient, os look back upon my ac-
quaintiace withe him, 1 ses him as not
ouly & good wd un alile man, bat as the |
parest, the most unselfish, and, all things

considerad, the ablést man our country
has produoced sinee it wis established,”
Aund that message was almost the last
churacterization of Lincoln which Mr,
Hawlin nowle, fpr he died a fow months
later.

I one seeks Lin
men who Kt

ay an impression from
v Lincoln or have studied

bis life, the most significant commerit
which 15 mude is this—that it is more
and  more realized that his greatest
power perlinps  was
his mastery ovor great
men, anmd e aston-
lshment which this
mnderstanding  gives
is that an oleenre
mnn, cne who had no
ndvantages, whose life
wis circnmeeribed by
m little prairie town,
whe havl no sch rull!‘-'.',’.
scatcely  any  inter

course with the great HANNIBAL HAMLIN,
men of his day before he became presi-
dent, who was timid, difident snd in
some respects painfully modest, shonld
nevertheless. when he came in contact
with the grontest men of the lund, have
sobordiatod them to his purposes and
compelle<d them to acknowlédge his in-
tellectuni power and his superior judg-
ment, I hus begn possible to obtain
#owe aucedotes which, if they aro not
new, have not beon widely cireulated,
and which illostrate this pre-eminent
w-élll_\ of Abruham Lincoln.
His Political Mastery.

Diavid Duvis, who was one of Lincoln's
enrliost fricoad:, and was perhaps the
first 1o predict for him the probability of
& great career, once said to the writer:
“1 believe that as time passes and Mr,
Lincoln's life is impartially studied he
will be estermed ns the ablest politician
that political life in the United States
bas developod.  Yet he was not a poli-
tician in the ordinary sense.

“Mr, Lincoln never managed a caucus,
never nrged o candidate for office, never
pulled & wire, never created a follow-

ing or machine, and ho had little pa- |

tience or understanding when  such
things wore discussed in his presence.
Yot he bind o wider knowledge of the
effect of moral infloences upon masses
and o deeper understanding of the pow-
er of morul and intellectual impulse as
a politieal agent than any other man of
his time. This

'-'H\,t enormons trib-

|

| meron

|

story was
thut she shonld sail
upon the ooenn and
into the barbor of
New York and either
bombard the city or

nto. A committes of
New York merchants
appointed by the
chaomber of com-
was gent  to
Washington to im-
plore Mr, Lincoln to
do something to protect New York har-
bor,  He receivid them conrteonsly, but

C. M. DEFEW,

! thiere was o very grave expression on his

| face
| That man eaid;

| New York is [r'l‘;l.l‘II'L‘JI.”’\-‘ defenseless

us he listened to the spokesman,
Mr, Lincoln, we repire-
sent hundreds of millions of property,
If

the Merrimac comes into our harbor, it

| can ruin us, and we implore yon at once
| to take measnres to give us defense,”

For a minute or two Mr. Lincoln did
not reply. Ho knew the government

| was straining every nerve to prevent

depredations by the Merrimac. It could
do nothing more. It seemed for an in-
stant as thongh there were 4 suggestion

| of anger in his glance, but if he had that

impulse he subdoed it, That quaint
smile which antficipated & humorons
story came to his face, and he eaid:
“Well, gentlemen, 1 think if 1 had us
many millions at peril as you say you
have, and I was 08 ‘skecred’ as yon seem
to be about the coming of the Merrimue,
Instead of coming down here and mak-
ing epeeches about it 1 wonld go home
und spend some of those wmillions in
miuking defenses myself.” And that was
all he suid to them, The New York mer-
chants were amazed, and yet as they
woent away they confessed that common

sense was in his hnmorons advice, and |

they also confessed their sense of the
mastéry of this man.
is Simplieity at Great Moments.

Thurlow Weed in his old nge was full
of anecdotes which he was fond of tell-
ing to illustrate that simplicity of great-
ness which character-
ized Lincoln perhaps
in & higher degree
than any other man

- Weed,ever met, Weed
was fond of telling
one which suggested
i strikingly that qual-

; / ity of simplicity. On
g the duy that the Chi-

which, as I look back now, convince me I THURLOW WEED, ¢ago convention noms
that he expected to be a candidate for | inated Linecoln, he went to the office of
the presidoncy aml did what he did in | #he local newspaper in Springfield and

L

b —— i —

An exciting political | the slip, nnfolded it,
eanvass took place in | read it throngh slowly

It was under- | gome of hi

the | Lincoln was a member carried the state | tulate him, nud after &
| legislature his friends wonld bring him | & moment
| “There is a little wo-

An element in the party, per- | who | think wonld be

| the candidate.

'never met aman before out of whom 1

| received very cordially by

| you

' friends that there was one thing they

| been wore eonspicnous than Lineoln up
Cto the

), that astute politician, |

[ gat there with his friends, his long legs

extended and sapported by s chair, his
manner eooier than that of any man in
the room, while he chatted and told
stories with such delicions abandon as
wonld have suggested that he was the
least concerned of any man in the
United States in Ihu mighty events at
Chicago.

A telegraph operator while this ¢hit-
ting wis golug on wrote upon u slip of
paper & message which had jnst been
These were the
words, “Mr. Lincoln, you have just been
nominated for presi-
dent.,” Lincola took

and then passad it to
friends,
They arose G0 (oogra-

he said,

mandown atmy hoose {1V ¢ Ih=h!
W, M. EVARTS.

glad to hear this news, and [ guess I'll
go and tell her,” And with that infor-

the message to his wife,
Weed Meots His Mateh.
*1 loarned this story a few days luter,
when | went to Springfield,” said Mr.

ly disappointed thet I first thought of |
making a trip to the far west. Then |
hesitated, | said: 'l should like to see
this mwan who has been brought up ou
the prairies of [llincis, and who has
beaten onr idol, Sewnrd. 1should like to
fathom him and’find ont how muoch the
party has got to fear for its success in
his candidacy.” So I decided to go to
Springfield and spend a few hours with
1 had no donbt at all that
after an bour's chat with bim 1 conlid
resd himn throogh like a hook. 1 had

wns not able to puinp the mysteries of
his churacter,

“Well, 1 went to Springficld and was
Mr, Lincoln, |
I begun to tulk with him and to ask him
questions, | spent two hours with him,
and when I cawe away I said to myself,
‘Thurlow Weed, thut is the first man
bave ever met who was too wmnch
for you," He pumped everything ont of

me, and I got nothing in rein
“Well, 1 went away and told my

noed not have any fearsabont, Thisman,

if he was bred in s country town, kuew |
enongh to keep his own counsels, and

they wight be sure that he wonld say or |
do nothing during the
campaign that would
imperil the canvass.
1 knew that if I could
vot handle hiim it was
not likely that any
other politician in oar
party would be able
todo so. Hisself reli.
ance, his intellectnal
quickness and his i

W. 1. BEWARD. sight into other wen's
motives were something warvelons, amnd
I was ready to admit that the parts
had made no mistake in gelooting this
man whom we thonght a green conutry- |
wan e its candiaet

s After his election | went to see him |

agnin to talk with bim wbout his cabinet
and his measurcs,  He thea told me that |
he expected to ask Mr. Seward to be
come secretary of state and Mr, Chuse
secretary of the treasary, DBut that was
all the positive ioformation 1 conld get
out of bhim. 1 saw that he understoomd
the public men of the country just as |
well us Ldid, althoogh most of them he
had pever seen,  He bad an anderstand-
fug of wen’s characiet as fnluitive as a
woiun's,  He plaved with me, snd that
WaS {1 LeW eXperis for I bad hean
ascenstomed to play with others, und 1
renlized that this man wos lht.- master of |
the politicians in lus party.” |
At the Hend of the Table.

Mr. Weed used to tell the story ol
how Mr. Lincoln demonstrated to his
eubinet thut where he sut was the hend
of the table, When his cabinet met
there was no man of them who had not

|
Lnete,

time Of s nomination,  Uhere
wits Seward, the idol of the Whigs and
the eastern Republicans, a very great
mun.  Thers was Chase, of commanding
intellect; there were Cameron and Blair
and Bates, all of them justly esteemed
great men, and there ia no donbt that
each of them expected to dominate this
man who was their president. Such st
lenst was Mr. Weed's opinion,

“Seward tried it first," suid Weed,
“and no one else followed his example.
He bronght into the cabinet with him a
paper in which he had set forth a eer-
tain policy which he thooght Lincoln
onght to pursue, and in which he in
effeet informed Lincoln that he wonld
take it npon himself to ses that policy
carried ont. It was a test moment,
Had Lincoln y®lded his cabinet wonld
have been his master, but with s queer
muannerism—half huomorons, half serious
—he read the paper through, struck out
Mr. Seward’s recommendations, thanked
him for his consideration, and in that |
moment and motion this assembly of
groat men realized that the obscurs
lawyer wus to be president not only in
name, but in fact, Never did a ruler so
completely and yet so gently mnaster
his cabinet or couneil.”

The New York Bankers and Lincoln.

Mr. George 8. Coe, one of the great
bankers of New York, in speaking of
Lincoln not long ago, ¢aid that his ca-
pacity to suggest without offense %his
mastory over men and measures was
strikingly demonstrated to a representa-

—_— tive body of New
York bankers early in
Lincoln's administra.
tion. These bankere
had, after a secret
mecting  in  which
Becretary Chase had
most  earnestly and
b 1 xiously declared

government
was mnot men, but

money—gold to pay

D. b, FIELD,
the expenses necessary to arm and equip

|and feed the soldiers—agreed to raise

£50,000,600 in gold and Tend it to fhe
government, and when they did this
Lincolu said that it was equal in its
moral effect to the raising of an urmy of
500,000 men., Then they raised another
#50,000,000, and for the third time did
the sume thing, Lincoln therefore had
s very cordial regard for these New
York bankers and never tired of speak-
ing in words of proise of these things
which ‘T.lfl"\' had done,

Homething occurred in congress or
else some huwucial wensure was under

considerntion which did not meet the |

views of the New York bankers. They
wanted o change in the law, and they
regurded it as of vitil interest that Mr,
Lincoln's support should be given to
their views. BSo they named a comuit-

tew, und there wers men upon it who had |
the power of raising millions, and who

had won gridt fame for achicvements
that they had made ns bunkers. They
wenl to Washington, Lincoln received
them in his lbrary. He had never
earned over 3,000 & yenr, He was only |
worth when he took the presidency
about $4,000 in cash and his house in
Springtield, worth about §$.000 wore.
He had suid a yepr bLefore that if he
could gain o forfine of £20,000 e wonld
be content, for it would be sufficient for
his old age, and he was now in the pres.

ence of men sowe of whom had made as

much as §20,000 in n week.

In the presence of great wealth even |

great politiciuns are likely [u b somoe-
what subdued in man-
ner. Lincolin was as
easy with these men
as though they had
been chuws of his in
his old  law office
in Springhield. He
swung his long legs
over the arms of his
chadr aud then askeid
them to state their wespeLL
mission. He heand Lips.
them patiently as the ¥ tulked h'ul‘ln'tu)'
of stocks dnd bonds and markets and
eredits, After they wore all throngh and
wWele .L\\.'.lLi]h,{ his angwer ho arose ltn{l
with sowe serionstess of manner said:
“Grentlemon, ever simce | nave
into this ofiice 1 have heard a great dead
whout feenan Men ¢ here and
tilk 1o mo by the hour about Jeenanee
and -'llh-!l.lff'r"nufrr{a.t‘ Iuihr'_\'. | hear one
side and then I hear the other, just as 1
have heard you this morning, and now
I'll tell yon what wmy conclusion is. 1
don't nnderstand about this
miatter of feonanee, aud | den't think
anyvbody else does either, Chase says he
You'd better go and talk with him.
But if you get talking feenunce with
him or with congre
get all mixed up.
ROl

i~

come

e e

anything

LT SEN

3 vou're going to
This country is rich |
gh to pey ull ovr bills, and to pay
buck with jrterest the woney that we
borrow, nod that is my feenaneiol ereed.”

Thus he dismissed the bunkers,
while they thought his doctrine crude,
yiet ﬂ_u‘}‘ wdmitted that it was in essence
Bonund.

What Wendell Puillips Sald.,

Wendell Phillips, agitator, fmprecatos
and possessed of the
most dazzling wnd fous.

cinating rhetorical

eloquence that ever { P ?Sd
FI'.I""'I the }:TJ.,'I!'--II - !\ 1“0“:"
tongme, went to Wash. N .-:\‘ A

| ington to =ee Lincoln,
| and coming home met
George William Cur-

tis. Siuid Cnrtis,

“Well, Mr. Phillips,

what do you think of . W. CURTIS
Lincoln® “I'll tel! you, Cuartis. Lin-

coln seems to move A little slow, but he

'Il“d\'r;.,’""l were.”

This was &n ancedote Cnrtis was fond
of telling, haviny K repoéatad it to g gen-
tlewman enly a f\.\ weeks before his
death, E. Jay Epwarps.

and |

the station the land rises to & timbered |
ridge. On the sununit of thet ridge, in |
a forest where every native tree still
stood, wvisitors wore pointed to four |
magnificent onks forming # snall guad
rangle. Exactly in thg center of that |
quadrangle, said the old citizens, Lin-
caln's mother was buried, but down to
1879 there wus not & sizn to distinguish
it from any other spot in the forest. In
that year, according to Messrs, Nicoluy
and Hu} AMr. P, E. Studebaker, of Sonth
Bend, Ind., placed there a. monument
w;lh thtn inser np'um

\ \\l \ II.&\I.{H I IN¢ ul
Matber of I"resident t inopin,
Dled O, ! el 105 Yeups.
Eﬂ!! ted by n l-: i :ull i If o Murtyred ‘-un
L'

L LT

An iron fence ]-: otects the gra‘.u frum
| what has befallen others on that hilltop
| —that of a wallowing plece for hogs
Some kind hand bar transplanted a few
roses upon the grave sud carried some
pot flowers there, but each has fared

badly for want of proper sunshine, And |

| such, wccording to the latest corre-
spondent to visit the spot, is the present
condition of the grave of the great Liber-
ator's mother, P. F.
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THE GRAVE OF LWCOLNS MOTHER. |

'l'he Desolate Spot Where Rest the Re-
muins of Nuney Hanks Lincoln.

It adds but one more to the many sad-

dening facts in the early boyvhood of

Janes A, Fuemina President.
P. J. Cove Viee-President,
E. J. Bexxirr Cashier,

Abraham Lincoln to stute that the locna- |

tion selected by his father in Indiana
wits in muny respects alinost the poor-
est hie conld have found in the new |
stute. Spencer county is, it is true, a
region of greut matural wealth, and is |
today inhabited by a very intelligent
and  prosperons ]wu;]e. but Thomas
Lincoln located in adistrict which was
not only the most unhealthy in the

county, but certain to be the last devel- rlnu v
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GRAVE OF NANCY HANKS LINCOLX,
oped. As late as the year 1874, when |

the Rockportand Bouthwestern nlilroul

penetrated that region, the grave of |

Nancy Hanks Lincoln was still in a pri-
meval forest—possibly the only forest in
southern Indiana where nature still pre-
sented the identical aspect shown to the
pioneers.

Seventeen miles north northeast of
Rockport is s way station called Lincoln,
in the narrow valley of Little Pigeon
creek—n valley distinguished in early
days for its fertility and its extrao
capacity, 50 to speak, for all kinds of
epidemics, The milk eickness, which
wrought bavoc among the Hankses and |
Sparrows aud caused the death of
Abrabam Lincoln’s mother was but a
beginning. Ague was a yearly visitant,

Fevers of nearly all kinds followed, and |
when the railrond company Mpwl f

to make a city of Lincoln the typhoid
fever defepted the nlan,
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